Some Oxford apothecaries'
T D Whittet CBE DSC 2 The apothecaries of Oxford were among the most interesting in the country and three of them were closely associated with one of the groups of philosophers which founded the Royal Society.
As in other cities the spicers were their forerunners. Wood (1889, p 479) recorded that in medieval Oxford the Spicaria or place where spices, seeds and certain roots were sold, was situated in the High Street, near the front of what is now Brasenose College. One Roger Spicer dwelt in that area in 1230 and there is a record of John the Spicer having a seld in All Saints parish in the Ypothecaria in1332.
Richard le Especer appears frequently from 1289 to 1312 and he was called Richard Ipothecarius in 1293/4. Thomas le Spicer is also mentioned many times between 1248 and 1263 whilst Thomas Apotecarius rented land in 1280 in the area which had been specifically allotted to spicers and apothecaries in 1277 and was known as the Spicaria and Apotecaria (Gunther 1925, p 6) .
In 1526 an apothecary called David Styles took an oath in respect of the practice of his profession which is one of the most exacting I have encountered (Gunther 1925, p 6) :
'I swear that 1 will always have in my shop all medicines, species of medicines and confections which concern the art & mystery of an apothecary, and are necessary for the health of man.
That 1shall be contented once a year (at least) that certain physicians practising in the University shall visit my shop upon the account of good and bad medicines, in the month of November, or any other time if occasion shall require it, to be adjudged of by the Vice Chancellor, one of the Proctors and the practising physicians here, and these searchers and tryers of medicines being of the Vice Chancellor's and Proctor's appointments shall have power to destroy and throwaway all bad and unprofitable medicines and drugs.
That 1 will sell all things appertaining to my trade at a low and reasonable price and as sold in other places in England.
That I will not make up any compound medicines without the presence of some physician admitted to practise, who shall judge these samples fit to make up into compositions.
That 1 will observe these things without fraud or deceipt.' David Styles may have been related to Daniel Styles who had a garden next to Vyne Hall on the South side of Bear Lane in 1526 (Salter 1960) , John Style who was mentioned in taxation and population returns in 1554 (Rogers 1891) and H Style of Thame who subscribed to Simon Mason's 'Practical Observations in Physick' in 1757. All were apothecaries. meetings in Oxford, and brought those studies into fashion there; meeting first at Dr Petty's lodgings (in an apothecarie's house), because of the convenience of inspecting Drugs, and the like, as there was occasion: and after his removal to Ireland (though not so constantly) at the lodgings of Dr Wilkins, then Warden of Wadham College, and after his removal to Trinity College in Cambridge, at the lodgings of the Honourable Robert Boyle, then resident for several years in Oxford.'
The identity of Dr Petty's landlord is given in the following comment by Wood (1891, p 290) : '1649-1659: the Royal Societie at Oxon. and of Chemistry. They did in Clerk's house, an apothecary in St Marie's Parish, exercise themselves in some chemical extracts, which were carried on and much improved before the king's restauration, in so much that several scholars had privat [sic] elaboratories and did perform those things which the memory of man could not reach. ' Figure Figure 3 shows the present front. The basement still contains part of the medieval vaulted cellar. The house was evidently used for anatomical dissections, for in 1660 the body of Anne Green, who had been hanged for the supposed murder of her newborn illegitimate child, was brought for an anatomical demonstration. When she was placed on the table, she began to breathe and eventually was revived and freed (Purver & Bowen 1960) . The incident is mentioned by Wood (1891, p 165) and in John Evelyn's Diary on 22 March 1675, when he states that Anne had married and had several children and was still living 15 years after the strange event (De Beer 1959) .
There is ample evidence that Robert Boyle lodged with John Crosse, a member of a remarkable family of Oxford apothecaries. Gunther (1923) These buildings are shown in Figure 4 .
Gunther (1937, p 78) further stated that he considered that John Crosse's shop, which 'served as a depot of scientific material and provided the means of its manipulation, ought to be the most celebrated in Europe, for there worked Boyle, the father of Chemistry, and Hooke, maker of the pneumatic engine, the most historic of all air pumps'. Later he added (1937, p 304) :
'It was a great day for Oxford when Boyle accepted the invitation of Wilkins, Warden of Wadham, to reside in our City. He took lodgings in Crosse's house on the West side of University College ... there Boyle seems to have discovered that spirits of wine was a good preservative for anatomical preparations and there Robert Hooke constructed the first English air pump. By their experiments Boyle and Hooke made the measurements on which Boyle's law of the expansion of gases is based.'
The Crosse Family John Crosse (or Cross), generally known as Jack, was the fourth generation of a notable family of apothecaries, all of whom lived in the same house. His great-grandfather, Henry, is recorded as having had a house and garden, part of the garden now being incorporated in the Fellows' garden of University College. Gunther (1922) quoted James Burnaby Watson as recording the following plants in Henry's garden: Coranilla varia L, Ornithopus scorpiodes L and Salviaaethopis L. The first two were noted in 1570 and the date of the third is unrecorded.
Gunther commented: 'Henry Crosse cultivated simples which may have been of value to his successor (and descendent) Crosse the apothecary whose drugs and scientific entourage proved no small attraction to Robert Boyle.' Henry was Bedell of Theology and Registrar of the University from 1566 to 1570. He died in 1578 and there are testamentary documents in the Bodleian Library which mention his son Ellis and grandson Matthew.
Ellis and Matthew are both mentioned in the lists of privileged persons assessed for taxation, 1588 to 1625. Such persons shared the privileges of the University. They included some tradesmen and came under the jurisdiction of the University Court. According to Foster (1891; 1, 356) Matthew matriculated at the University on 26 June 1624, at the age of 47. He became Esquire Bedel of Law and may have been created a Master of Arts on 1 November 1642. The Bodleian Library possesses one of his notebooks of c.159O-1613, which contains medical recipes of an apothecary working in and around Oxford in about 1590and which had probably belonged to his father Ellis (R Vyst, Assistant Archivist, Bodleian Library, personal communication).
Johri Crosse seems to have been very active in the social and intellectual life of both the University and the City. There are numerous references to the Crosse family in the diary of Anthony Wood, who on 26 May 1647 (Wood 1891, p 131) obtained a certificate of matriculation from 'Matthew Crosse, the Superior Beadle of Law (John Crosse's father and possibly also an apothecary)'. On 3 October 1649 he mentioned Matthew as being in a list of four bedies [sic] who were to have writs of arrest served on them 'because they carried away the staves of their officeswhich are University goods' (Wood 1891,p 157) . As the orders were made by the Parliamentary visitors it seems likely that Crosse, probably a Royalist, refused to hand over his staff to representatives of Parliament.
Wood ( Like so many apothecaries, Crosse was a keen and able botanist. William Coles, a famous botanist, wrote of him : 'I have not alltogether walked alone in these my travails but have gone along with ... Mr John Crosse, the apothecary and divers others of my good friends, being very eminent botanies, in the University of Oxford, conversed with and received advice from them' (Gunther 1937, p 138) .
Gunther (1937, p 241) quoted John Ward as saying that William How (1619-56), a young botanist distinguished for having been the first to compile a flora of Britain-'Phytologica Britannica' published in 1650-in which localities are mentioned for the first time, had two apothecaries to help him. Crosse may have been one and Hunnibon the other. Crosse gave to the Pointer Collection of Anatomical Rarities 'A flowr'd piece of Cornu-ammonia' (Gunther 1925; 3, 526) .
Why Crosse took lodgers is uncertain. It was obviously not for money as he was a very wealthy man. He had property in Ampthill, Bedfordshire, and in his will of 1697he left it and money to found the Oxford Hospital and Almshouse, mainly for the benefit of Oxford College servants (Meynell 1950) . The fine building is still standing.
I have found numerous instances of well-known physicians and scientists lodging with apothecaries and it seems likely that apothecaries welcomed the presence in their houses of persons with an interest in research who could join them in experiments and investigations and, no doubt, philosophers and experimentalists found the facilities of the apothecaries useful for the same purpose.
Boyle established a chemical laboratory in Crosse's house, as is shown by the following passage (Wood 1891, p 290) : 'But the one man that did publickly teach it [chemistry] to the scholars was one Peter Sthael ... brought to Oxon by that eminent scholar Mr Robert Boyle ... and by him settled in the same house wherein he lived [owned by an apothecary] next on the West side of University College, sometimes known as Deep Hal1. ' Wood (1891, p 472) commented further that Sthaellater 'translated himself to the house of Arthur Tillyard, an apothecary, the next dore to that of John Crosse, saving one (which is a tavern), where he continued to teach till the latter end of 1662'. He lists some of the eminent scholars, who included Christopher Wren. Wood was also one of the students.
Arthur Tillyard was born in 1615, the son of a baker in St Mary's Parish and nephew of Abraham Tillyard, an apothecary 'by Lumbard Street or London Stone' (Wood 1891, pp 202-203) . He matriculated on 26 January 1637/8, having been 'Serv Famulus Mri Martini Lipyate pharmacopolae' (Foster 1891; 4, 1488) . He is mentioned numerous times in Wood's diary. He was evidently interested in natural history as, at a meeting of the Philosophical Society, the following was recorded: 'An account of several productions of a colour different from that of their species e.g. of a white Ouzle or Blackbird, of white mice at one Mr Tillyard's an apothecary in Oxford' (Gunther 1925; 4,99) . Tillyard also kept a coffee shop which acted as a club. Wood (1891, p 466) wrote: 'In this year 1655, Arth Tillyard, apothecary and great royallist sold coffey publickly in his house against All Souls Coli. He was encouraged to do so by some royalists now living in Oxon and by others who esteemed themselves virtuosi or wits .. .' Dr Purver has told me that she believes that the Oxford experimentalists did not meet at Tillyard's as a group but that odd members of the club frequented his coffee shop. It is interesting to note, however, that John Houghton FRS, apothecary and writer on agriculture, regarded coffee houses as having 'improved useful knowledge as much as universities (British Medical Journal 1960) .
Tillyard may also have kept a nursing home as Wood (1891, p 350; 1894, p 134) recorded the deaths of Lord Downe in 1660 and ofT Yeldard Powell in 1685, both in Tillyard's house.
Tillyard died in 1693. He had a son, also called Arthur, and an apothecary who was privileged on 30 October 1670 at the age of 31 (Foster 1891; 4, 1488) . Arthur died in 1696.
The Tillyards were an an armigerous family, as were the Lipyats. Wood (1891, pp 202-203) gave the arms of the Tillyard family as 'a fess between 3 broken spears or lances ... crest an arm or hand holding a broken spear'. The tinctures are not stated. Those of the Lipyats, whose name was also spelled Lippyat and Lippiat, were 'argent, on a fess gules a lyon passant or between 3 powder balls sable fired or' (Wood 1899, p 123) . Wood (1891, P 133) reported: 'July 1647. Sacvyle of Bybery in Com. G1ouc. died in the house of Martin Lypiat an apothecary.' Lipyat died in 1666 (Wood 1899, p 247) .
Another armigerous Oxford apothecary was William Levins, who was five times Mayor of the City and died in 1616. His arms were 'argent on a bend sable, three escallops of the first' (Wood 1899, p 151) .
William Balljr, another Oxford apothecary, had a coffee shop in St Mary Magdalene Parish in 1673, with the sign of a Turk filling a coffee cup (Salter 1926) .
The examples given illustrate the enormous amount of material about apothecaries which is in the Oxford archives, and which shows that they played a full part in the activities of the city and the University.
